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••• l. I SAW-PRES THIEU AT 1100 AM NOV 9 AND GAVE HIM THE 
[••PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTAINED IN STATE 269234. THIEU WAS IN A • 
RATHER .SUBDUED FRAME OF MIND AND IN ANSWER TO MY DIRECT 
£ QUESTION WHETHER HE WISHED TO WORK WITH US ON A PROPER AND 
CONFIDENTIAL BASIS IN -THE FUTURE, GAVE AN UNQUALIFIED YES. 

K HE WAS VERY INTERESTED IN EXPLORING THE IDEA- OF A JOINT 
?• STATEMENT, AND IN RESPONSE TO MY STRONG URG1NGS JHAT HE 
r; DEND A DELEGATION TO PARIS, HE ASKED HOW HE COULD GET INTO 
P A DIALOGUE WITH HANOI "DISCPEETLY"♦ FURTHER EXPLORATION OF 
CTHIS QUESTION RESULTED IN HIS REMARK THAT .HE WOULD LIKE TO 
CONSIDER -A* WAY IN WHICH TO HAVE "DISCREET-PRELIMINARY'TALKS" \ 

[ ON THE MODALITIES, WITH THE US, THE GVN, HANOI "AND POSSIBLY 
THE' NLF". THIS REPRESENTS AT LEAST A MODICUM OF PROGRESS. 

? 2. I BEGAN THE CONVERSATION BY SAYING I HAD HOPED TO ‘ SEE 
^..IHIEU TWO DAYS AGO BECAUSE I HAD WANTED TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
;)tO TALK WITH HIM ABOUT FINDING A WAY OUT OF HIS DILEMMA. 

■I HAD HAD IN MIND THAT HE MIGHT ISSUE SOME STATEMENT TO WHICH 
WE COULD AGREE,. OR ALTERNATIVELY THAT WE MIGHT WORK OUT A 
JOINT STATEMENT WHICH WOULD MAKE CLEAR OUR POSITION ON THE 
.VARIOUS MATTERS THAT WE HAD DISCUSSED EARLIER SUCH OAS THE 
rOUR SIDE/YOUR-SIDE FORMULA, HO^r THEY AND WEHUOZZD TREftOR • 

THE NLF TOGETHER AND SEPARTELY, OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD COALITION. ' 
(MAKING CLEAR ONCE MORE THAT WE STRONGLY REJECT THE IDEA OF 
: IMPOSING ANY FORM OF GOVERNMENT ON SOUTH VIETNAM, I SAID I ‘ ' 
’■! AND EVERYONE IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN VERY'SURPRISED THAT'HE HAD 
•MADE A PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE NEGOTIATIONS WlTHOUt ANY . • 

r. ^gfyiOUS CONSULTATION WITH -US, I HAD A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM 

WKMW«ct.. JUjwu’ . 
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|*3* THEREUPON I SPOKE EXPLICITLY AND AT GREAT LENGTH ALONG THE' 
f. r PRECISE LINES OK STATE 269234. THIEU TOOK NOTES AND HEARD 
r ME THROUGH WITHOUT INTERRUPTION, 

^ 4. HE THEN SAID HE HAD NEVER EXPECTED US TO AGREE WITH HIS 
! PROPOSAL. IN Pact, HE had THOUGHT WE WOULD REJECT IT AND THAT ' 

WE COULD THEN GET TOGETHER AND KIND "A MIDDLE WAY". HE FULLY 
»■ REALIZED IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR US TO ACCEPT THE 
- POSITION HE HAD PUBLICLY EXPRESSED YESTERDAY. 1 REPLIED THAT 
IT SEEMED TO ME THAT A PUBLIC DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN US WOULD 
' ONLY RESULT IN ERODING SUPPORT FOR HIM WHEN HE HAD TO RECEDE . = 
FfiOM HIS POSITION, AND IT ESPECIALLY HAD THE EFFECT OF' •. \ 

l ERODING SUPPORT FOR THE WAR AND FOR THE GVN IN THE US. I SAID *.| 
f IT WAS VERY UJFORTUNATE THAT WE HAD TO TRY TO HAVE NEGOTIATIONS 
;■ IN PUBLIC, WHICH IS NEVER A-SATISFACTORY WAY OF CONDUCTIN . *• 

‘ DIPLOMATIC BUSINESS.’ THIEU ASKED, RATHER CONTRITELY, WHETHER. 

• NWE COULDN'T DISCUSS .MATTERS, AND I REPLIED OF COURSE, THIS . .*;i 

k'WAS ONE REASO.N WHY I WAS HERE* I WANTED TO FIND OUT * '* * 

•' WHETHER HE WAS PREPARED FROM' NOW ON TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS .'A 
■: WITH US ON A CONFIDENTIAL BAIS. I SAID'WE NEEDED A SPECIFIC 
f ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION. I-SAID PRES JOHNSON WANTED TO KNOW *....3 
i ON WHAT BASIS YOU PROPOSE TO DEAL WITH US IN-THE FUTURE. 

■ x . • * • * • 

• < i • ' 

i 5 . THIEU SAID. HE WANTED TO-MAKE CLEAR,. IN RESPONSE TO THE ' ‘ j 
KEMAKK' ABOUT THE US AND THE NLF BEING PUT IN THE SAME POS-. - J 

I IT ION (PARA 2 DREFTEL), THAT HE OBVIOUSLY'NEVER INTENDED ' . 7 , j 
;* THAT WE SHOULD HAVE A POSITION COMPARABLE TO-THAT OF THE NLF..' 7 
i-' I SAID THIS WAS -WHAT HIS FORMULA SEEMED TO IMPLY AND THAT .IT ' ' 
r'WOULD ONLY SERVE TO DIGNIFY THE NLF, AS PRES JOHNSON HAD ' 

f; POINTED OUT.. THIEU .SAIDTHIS HAD BEEN FURTHEST FROM •• -r, 

HIS THOUGHTS, I STATED AGIN THAT THE US WOULDSPEACK FOR •' 

J ITSELF AND* WOULD.NOT DELEGATE THIS REPS0NSI8ILITY TO ANYONE '. 

. TeLSE. > .:f 

* > 6. THIEU THEN SAID IT SEEMED TO HIM THAT THE BASIC PROBLEM /'I 
r'-'WAS WHETKERHANOI WOULD CONTINUE TO INSIST THAT THE-MEETINGS ’. j 
a IN PARIS WOULD BE ON A "FOUR-DELEG AT ION" BASIS.* I SAID THIS \j 
>: WAS NO PROBLEM AT ALL SINCE WE HAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT HANOI,S j 
.‘POSITION WOULD BE COUNTERED BY US IN THE .STRONGEST TERMS, 1 

j JOINTLY AND SEPARATELY. WE HAD ALREADY REJECTED HANOI’S j 

; CLAIM THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE ON THE BASIS.OF "FOUR DELE- • • A 
' VgaTIONS". I REMINDED THIEU THAT WE HAD'BEEN PREPARED TO MAKE- i 

A JOINT STATEMENT ABOUT .NON-RECOGNITION.OF THE NLF, SIGNED- 4 
„BY HIM AND PRES JOHNSON IN'THE TEXT ON WHICH WE HAD AGREED . ..J 

SON OC 28, AND I ADDED THAT WE WERE .PREPARED TO REPEAT OUR •- ^ 

' POSITION WHENEVER WE-THOUGH NECESSARY, / ' 

* •< * . . ’ * «• . » 

THIEU SAID HE:WOULD LIKE TO WORK THIS PROBLEM OUT WITH : .-<■ 

feiufi. -THE... Q U ES.TIO.NxTH At*. KEPT-. ARISING VI N 4J lH.I.S^{1I.NDi^A$ ?. WHETHER ^ 


COPY LBJ LIBRARY 







<V 

. 3 . SECTION 2 OP 2 PARIS 23686. NOD IS /HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS, NOV 9 

ISSSsILmirssp p|p& 

^HT*T 0 M k »W fo*MU«KR Ajnt HANOI 1 B * 1 

:i DH E G H ATION T 0 TO D ?aJis! EVER 8 i“s”o 5 oLULu”e HAD URGED THEM TO 
i'Srr^finnf-H WITH THE DRV. HANOI HAD SAID,THEY WANTED TO TALK, 

PRES HOHNSON HAD SAID THAT WE EXPECT PRODUCTIVE, 
IphiohS^AND INTENSIVE NEGOTIATIONS. THE ONLY WAY TO FIND OUT 
■ WHETHER THE OTHER SIDE WAS WILLING 'TO ENGAGE IN SUCH NEGOTIA" 
S-r?nLS E 2 »«"to START TALKING WITH THEM. AS PRES JOHNSON HAD 
li?n TN A ™'E MESSAGE THAT I HAD JUST DELIVERED - TH 1 EU HAD 
’•MADE MS PROPOSAL, HOW IT WAS FOR HIM TO FOLLOW THEM UP BY , 

N SENDING A DELEGATION TO PARIS* 

: g. r then GAVE THIEU AN v AlDE-MEMOIRE CONTAINING THE TEXT OF 

r- 5 HS*"« 8 8 ToSS 1 « V IHE B ^ATTER B of 0 pROCE§!lREsf 1 VaID THIS _ . 

’ AS°WE^HAD^TOLD HIM hIII.^fVVn^AGREE ^CERTAIN PROcb; 

;i ' hres E t!eY CANNOT’BE H PUT INTO EFFECT. 1 ADDED THAT WE VISUAL- • 
*’ IZED THAT THE'FIRST MEETING'ON THE OllR SIDE/YOUR^SIDE - BASIS 
>VW 0 ULD BeVpREL-IMINARY ONE TO DEAL WITH.;.MATTERS OF PROCEDURE. 
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r-.5>. IT WAS- AT. THIS POINT THAT THIEU ASKED HOW HE COULD GET 

INTO SUCH DISCUSSIONS "OISCREETLY", AND WANTED TO KNOW WHETHER 
r THE GVN COULD GET .INTO. THE PRIVATE TALKS. BETWEEN” VANCE AND 
E LAU. I SAID THIEU SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT- IF THE GVN AT1ENDEO 
? THESE TALKS, LAU WOULD BRING ALONG SOMEONE FROM THE NLF * 
t.’ THIEU TRIED TO SAY THAT IF HANOI CONTINUED TO INSIST THAT 
S THERE WERE' TWO-DELEGATIONS ON THEIR SIDE, THIS WOULO 
''SHOW THEY WE RE NT* T SERIOUS. I REMINDED HIM THAT WE HAD ALWAYS 
•v ASSUMED THAT THE OTHER SIDE WOULO MAKE (\LL KINDS OF PKOP- 
:j. AGANDA. THE GVN COULD.REJECT. SUCH CLAIMS, AND SO WOULD WE, ' 

* AND tHE wDRLO WOULO KNOW THftt WE Kao REJECTED THEM. THIEU-- 
.THEN AGAIN SAID’ he WOULD'LIKE TO EXPLORE .THE POSSIBILITY ' , 

OF PARTICIPATING ■’’OISCREETLY*" IN THE PRELIMINARY TALKS. AS' 
tie PUT IT,.THERE WERE TWO POSSIBILITIES.'ONE WAS FOR THEM .TO ; 

* TALK WITH US-AND-AGREE ON PROCEDURES AND FOR US TO TALK ' . 

WITH THE'QRV* THE OTHER TO TALK WITH THE.US, GVN, 

Hanoi, "and possibly the nlf-.” , 


v 

* * 
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10. I SAID I WANTED TO COkf. HACK TO, THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION- 
■’OF HOW WE WERE GOING. TO 00 BUSINESS IN THE FUTURE, SINCE- *. - 
M NCEOCO TO GIVE A CLEAR REPLY TO PRES JOHNSON. DID T.HIEU-• 
t INTEND TO WORK W.ITH US ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS AS BEFORE? 
•THIEU SAID, “YES,.I WANT TO CONTINUE ON THAT BASIS.” I 
- THEREUPON.TURNED TO THE IOEA OF A STATEMENT THAT WE MIGHT- 
•WORK OUT TOGETHER, AND SAID WE WOULD BE WILLING TO COVER 
;ALL. THE POINTS THAT.WERE GIVING THE-GVN TOUBLE, INCLUDING 
;.A STATEMENT ABOUT THE AGREEMENT REACHEO IN .PARIS AND HOW 
'WE WOULD PROPOSE TO TREAT THE NLF, OUR REJECTION OF COLATIONy 
‘ETC. THIEU REMARKEO THAT N0800Y WAS CONCERNED ABOUT T.HE 
ICOLAITION IDE-A ANYMORE• I SAIO WE HAD HEARO STATEMENTS BY 
iHIS PEOPLE, AND THE VERY FACT THAT HE HAO.REFERREO TO IT'IN' 

;HIS NOV 2 DECLARATION SEEMED TO SHOW THAT THrS FEAR WAS 
.STILL IN HIS MIND. THIEU PROTESTED THAT- HE TRUSTEO US COM- " 
iPLETELY. I SAIOSOkE .OF, HIS PEOPLE APPARENTLY DIDN’T, AND, 


f-THAT I FOUND TH|S INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN VIEW OF THE STATEMENTS • * -V 
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i 11 • I SAID WE WOULO CONSULT WASHINGTON ABOUT AS fATCMENTt AND 

'EXPECTED TO COME UP WITH SOME SUGGESTIONS S ^2 N Tn T ^n^Aur6n ZE ° 
j am tuto YiTTH APPARENT RELIEF ANOENCOURAGED ME TO GO AHEAD 
iSw TR? W HAVE* TEXT AW SAID HE WOLD LIKE TO UT AS SOON 
► AS WE WERE READY a HE SAID.HE ALSO WANTED TO HAVE OUR IDEAS • 

i ON HOW HE MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN THE PRELIMINARY TALKS. 

^ • . * 

f : ig. I THEN DISCUSSED'WITH' THIEU BRIEFLY THE OUTCOME OF OUR 
i ELFCTTONS PUTTING HEAVY EMPHASIS ON NIXON'S COMPLETE 
^ENDORSEMENT (NOV ?) OF PRES JOHNSON'S POLICY WITH RESPECT , • 
i'TQ NEGOTIATIONS. FINALLY, I REMINDED THIEU AGAIN OF WHAT 

HAD TOLD HIM IN ALL FRANKNESS BEFORE THE BOMBING HALT . 

c,'ANNOUNCEMENT, THAT WE' WOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO GO ^^ ARD 
^TOGETHER WITH THE GVN, BUT THAT IF WE COULON T MOVE WITH 

Treasonable promptness .we would have- to go ahead alone. 

i;i s^io I WANTED TO BE ENTIRELY FRANK WITH’HIM,'NOT IN AN 
'^UNFRIENDLY WAY. OUT. 1 WOULD NOT BE PERFORMING MY FUNCTION 
£ TOR EITHER SIDE PROPERLY IF OUT OF POLITINESS I OBSCURED 
'THIS POINT? THE TEMPER OK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IS SUCH, I SAID, 
[THAT WE CANNOT WAIT VERY MUCH LONGLH FOR A GVN DELEGATION . .. 

;TO APPEAR IN PARIS* I SAIL) THAT I 1HOUGHT THIS WAS PLRHAf S , 

THE MJ’jl IMPORTANT POINT IN PRLS JOHNSON'S MESSAGL.,, AND HE ; 

SHOULD UE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR ..ADOUT IT. * 

. • •. * * 

r 15.' COMMENT: if -SEEMS. CLEAR TO ME T}{ AT THIEU WANTS TO 
'•FIND A WAY OUT OF THE SITUATION IN WHICH HE FINDS HIMSELF, 

UND THAT HE VIEWS THE"STATEMENT HE MADE YESTERDAY AS AN ; 
iINITIAL MOVE* HE HAS OBVIOUSLY TALKED TOO. MUCH AND HE HAS . « * 

Taken positions'which, have threatened to paint him into a* corner* 

ilN THE PROCESS, HE HAS GAINED WIDER'SUPPORT AND MORE POP- ' . 

! ! ULARITY THAWTE HAS EVERY ENJOYED. HE MAY ALSO FEEL THAT WHEN. 

HE GETS INTO NEGOTIATIONS HE WILL HAVE GAINED SOME ADVANTAGE-. 

VIS-A-VIS THE DRV* S PERSISTENT CLAIM THAT HIS REGIME I. A .; .' 

fc PUPPET OF THE US* BUT IF NOW HE CAN FIND SOWS. FORMULA., \ 

|aND P IF WE can HELF HIM TO FIND ITV THAT WILL ^ABLE HIM^TO ,!• ■ v 

pMDVE TO PARIS. AND AT THE SA^£ TIME SAVE FACE, I FEEL StlRE 

PfC WOULD WELCOME IT. I THINK.IT CAN BE DONE, OUTjTHAT IT • » 

TYUULU_nt.UWMt ;( *•••*' ^, n .> U ir. yyc - ou ai I Uavf TO MOVE 
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